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Women empowerment in times of COVID-19
Bayer supports “The Challenge Initiative” of Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health with 10 million USD
“The Challenge Initiative” to scale up reproductive health for women and girls in urban poverty areas
	Participating cities in East Africa, Francophone West Africa, Nigeria, and India
Integrate COVID-19 prevention and education


Berlin, June 19, 2020 – Today Bayer announced the support of “The Challenge Initiative” (“TCI” hereafter) with a payment of 10 million USD. Hosted at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, the initiative provides women and girls living in urban poverty in cities in Africa and Asia with family planning and reproductive health solutions. TCI is led by the Bill & Melinda Gates Institute on Population and Reproductive Health within the Population, Family and Reproductive Health Department at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School.

“We have long-standing expertise in supporting family planning worldwide and a strong network on the ground,” said Claus Runge, Head of Market Access, Public Affairs & Sustainability at the Pharmaceuticals Division of Bayer. “By empowering women with the freedom of choice with regards to their family planning, especially among the urban poor, this initiative provides a groundbreaking opportunity to create a long-lasting impact in under-served urban communities.” 

Empowering women by supporting their family planning is an important part of Bayer’s sustainability commitments. By 2030, Bayer aims to provide 100 million women in low- and middle-income countries with access to modern contraception. The initiative announced today contributes to this commitment.

There is a crucial need during the COVID-19 pandemic to maintain family planning programs for women and girls living in urban slums. The initiative strengthens city governments and health systems and at the same time offers a broader platform for integrating COVID-19 prevention and education into its ongoing family planning activities.

TCI’s “business unusual” approach allows cities to bring their monetary contributions, ideas and political commitment to the platform and - in return - have access to a challenge fund for additional resources, as well as technical expertise to adopt and scale up high-impact best practices that have been codified for easy adaptation through TCI University. The online “university without walls” alongside a dedicated coaching model has helped TCI continue operating during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

About TCI/The Gates Institute
TCI is led by the Bill & Melinda Gates Institute on Population and Reproductive Health within the Population, Family and Reproductive Health Department at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. Its implementing partners are Population Services International in India, IntraHealth International in Francophone West Africa, Jhpiego in East Africa and the Johns Hopkins Center for Communication Programs (CCP) in Nigeria.

About Bayer
Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the life science fields of health care and nutrition. Its products and services are designed to benefit people by supporting efforts to overcome the major challenges presented by a growing and aging global population. At the same time, the Group aims to increase its earning power and create value through innovation and growth. Bayer is committed to the principles of sustainable development, and the Bayer brand stands for trust, reliability and quality throughout the world. In fiscal 2019, the Group employed around 104,000 people and had sales of 43.5 billion euros. Capital expenditures amounted to 2.9 billion euros, R&D expenses to 5.3 billion euros. For more information, go to www.bayer.com.

Further information:
The Challenge Initiative (TCI): https://tciurbanhealth.org/
Bayer commitment to sustainability: https://www.bayer.com/en/sustainability.aspx
UN Sustainability Goals: https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/

Contact:
Ulrike Schröder, phone +49 30 468-192206
Email: ulrike.schroeder@bayer.com

Find more information at www.pharma.bayer.com
Our online press service is just a click away: media.bayer.com
Follow us on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/pharma.bayer
Follow us on Twitter: @BayerPharma
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Forward-Looking Statements 
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on the Bayer website at www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 

