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Open Innovation: Bayer awards incubator opportunity to Genvor 

• Within the new Golden Ticket program of Bayer, Genvor to receive fully funded access 

to lab space and equipment in California 

• Critical resources will help Genvor to grow and scale biological crop protection 

products and innovative trait technologies 

• Bayer’s global LifeHub network continues to drive development in the open innovation 

ecosystem through numerous partnerships and collaborations 

 

 

Monheim, August 29, 2024 – Bayer today announced that the company has selected 

Genvor Inc., a US-based crop protection business, as the recipient of its first Golden 

Ticket award. Genvor will receive year-long access to lab space and equipment at Bayer’s 

LifeHub California @AgStart, one of the premier U.S. AgriFoodTech innovation 

ecosystems. This will allow Genvor to connect with Bayer mentors and experts in Bayer’s 

global innovator network. 

 

In addition to their work with biological sprays, Genvor is working with antimicrobial 

peptide (AMP) technology to make small changes within a genome that could amplify 

disease resistance and enhance nutrition, from seed to sprout. These seed traits are 

another way that Genvor is working to provide increased disease resistance and nutrition 

for crops. 

 

“We’re excited that Genvor has been selected as the winner of our Golden Ticket 

program, and that we will be working with them to scale and grow their innovations,” said 

Phil Taylor, Director of Open Innovation and Outreach for Bayer’s Crop Science Division. 

“Genvor’s proprietary use of antimicrobial peptide technology takes advantage of 

pathways built-in to crops and has the potential to deliver broad spectrum biological 

sprays for effective controls of many plant diseases.” 

http://www.bayer.com/en/media
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The Golden Ticket program is one of the many ways that Bayer is working with start-ups 

from around the world to accelerate the delivery of agricultural innovation to farmers. In its 

first year, it focuses on areas of regenerative agriculture, novel crop protection and 

efficiency approaches, advanced breeding technologies, and applications of synthetic 

biology. From a broad field of applicants representing 34 cutting edge technologies and 

approaches, Genvor was selected to receive the award for their ground-breaking 

approach to crop protection. Through Bayer’s LifeHub California @AgStart, Genvor will 

also gain access to excellent equipment, resources, and mentorship as they bring their 

technologies to market. 

 

“Receiving Bayer’s Golden Ticket is a pivotal moment for us, propelling our pioneering 

peptide design innovations in crop protection,” said Chad Pawlak, CEO of Genvor. “This 

support will accelerate our journey towards commercialization, enhancing agricultural 

sustainability and delivering tangible benefits for farmers and the environment globally.” 

 

Bayer’s global network of LifeHubs is located in hotspots of innovation including 

Monheim, Lyon, Barcelona, California, and Bangalore. In support of the Crop Science 

mission, they focus on areas of critical innovation in agriculture such as solutions for 

smallholder farmers, transparency, and sustainability. 

 

Bayer’s LifeHub California @AgStart focuses on innovations within food production 

systems, including bringing food to market and new technologies. As a part of the larger 

AgStart facility which hosts the largest wet-lab incubator for startup companies in 

California’s Central Valley region, the LifeHub also connects the knowledge and 

experience of Bayer scientists to the leading innovators of the area to assist in developing 

new technologies.  

 

“We look forward to welcoming Genvor into our community and connecting them into our 

region’s innovation ecosystem,” said Sudhee Lakshmana, Director at AgStart. “Genvor’s 

selection for Bayer’s Golden Ticket award is a testament to Genvor’s potential to make a 

significant impact with their innovation.” 

 

About Bayer 

Bayer is a global enterprise with core competencies in the life science fields of health care 

and nutrition. In line with its mission, “Health for all, Hunger for none,” the company’s 
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products and services are designed to help people and the planet thrive by supporting 

efforts to master the major challenges presented by a growing and aging global 

population. Bayer is committed to driving sustainable development and generating a 

positive impact with its businesses. At the same time, the Group aims to increase its 

earning power and create value through innovation and growth. The Bayer brand stands 

for trust, reliability and quality throughout the world. In fiscal 2023, the Group employed 

around 100,000 people and had sales of 47.6 billion euros. R&D expenses before special 

items amounted to 5.8 billion euros. For more information, go to www.bayer.com. 

 

Bayer contact for media inquiries: 

Global contact: 

Alexander Hennig, +49 175 3089736 

Email: alexander.hennig@bayer.com 

 

AgStart contact: 

Sudhee Lakshmana, +1 530-574-4167 

Email: sudhee@agstart.org 

 

Find more information at www.bayer.com. 
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Forward-Looking Statements  
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer 
management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to material differences 
between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company and the estimates 
given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on the Bayer website at 
www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking statements or to 
conform them to future events or developments.  
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