
DANCING RAISINS

MATERIALS:

• baking soda

• vinegar

• raisins

• measuring cup

• teaspoon

• two-liter plastic bottle

• scissors

PROCEDURE:

1. Cut off the top of the two-liter plastic bottle.

2. Pour one-and-a-half cups of water into the plastic 
bottle.

3. Add one heaping teaspoon of baking soda, and stir 
until it is dissolved in the water.

4. Add four to six raisins to the water/baking soda mix 
in the plastic bottle.

5. SLOWLY add one cup of vinegar into the plastic 
bottle.

6. After a couple of minutes, what happens to the 
raisins?
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For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com

 Facebook facebook.com/Bayer

 Twitter @BayerUS

 Instagram @BayerUS

 YouTube youtube.com/user/BayerChannel

 Pinterest pinterest.com/BayerUS

®

WHAT THIS MEANS:

In the plastic bottle, a base (baking soda) and an acid 
(vinegar) react to form a gas (carbon dioxide). As the 
gas forms, it adheres to the raisins in the bottle. Once 
enough gas adheres to a raisin, it will begin to rise 
to the surface. When it reaches the surface, the gas 
escapes into the air and the raisin sinks. The raisin 
repeats this process for several hours or until the raisin 
gets soggy and too heavy to rise to the surface.

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, 
company-wide initiative that advances science literacy 
through hands-on, inquiry-based science learning, 
employee volunteerism and public education.


