
Why do birds fly south for the winter?
Many birds migrate or f ly  south for the winter 
because of temperature changes.  Cold, snowy 

winters can create a real  health hazard for them, 
as does the lack of food. So when the days grow 
shorter and colder,  birds set off  for their  warmer 

winter home.

What is blood pressure?
As blood accumulates in the heart’s  left  ventr ic le, 
the wal ls  contract,  forcing the blood out and into 
an artery,  putt ing a lot of pressure on the artery’s 
wal l .  This is  cal led systol ic pressure.  As the artery 

expands and the blood moves into veins and 
capi l lar ies,  that pressure decreases.  This is  cal led 

diastol ic pressure. 

How does bubble gum make bubbles?
Bubble gum contains more rubber than average 

chewing gum, giv ing it  an elast ic property.  When 
blowing a bubble,  the gum is f i rst  stretched and 
f lattened against the tongue. When the person 
starts to blow, the gum stretches further and 
further,  making a bubble.  Final ly,  the bubble 

pops and folds r ight back up, leaving a wad of 
gum again.

How does a fire extinguisher work?
The common home f i re ext inguisher contains 

carbon dioxide or CO2 in a l iquid form. Housed 
in the ext inguisher,  the CO2 is  under tremendous 

pressure.  During a f i re when the ext inguisher 
tr igger is  pul led, the CO2 is  released as a blast of 
very cold,  snowy-looking gas.  As i t  hits  the f i re, 

the CO 2 molecules smother the oxygen molecules, 
stopping the f i re cold.

Kids and science: 
Pointers for parents

What can parents do to make sure their children are properly 
prepared for the science and technology-driven world ahead? 
In the Bayer Facts of Science Education #IV survey, America’s 
Ph.D. scientists give some advice:
•	 Know that interest in science begins early. The majority 

of scientists say their interest in science was first sparked 
before age 11. 

•	 Be aware that girls like science as much as boys. Mounting 
evidence indicates that girls and boys start equally interested 
in science. Maintaining that interest is the key. 

•	 Understand your role. Scientists say when it came to 
igniting their early interest in science, their parents were 
the single biggest influence. 

•	 Expose children to role models. Contact science and 
technology-based companies in your community, like 
Bayer, that have employee-volunteer programs that allow 
scientists to spend time with students in local schools. 

•	 Check out school science programs. Ask your children’s 
teachers how they teach science. Is it hands-on and 
inquiry-based? If you have any questions, organizations 
like the National Science Resources Center can help.

•	 Nurture their interests outside of school. Noodling 
around at home, setting up informal experiments after 
school and on weekends, is not only fun, but effective, 
report the scientists. 

•	 Utilize science resources. Today, with the Internet, 
science museums, zoos and other nature parks, and 
the public library, resources abound.

cool science 
web sites

•	 Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense —  
MakingScienceMakeSense.com

•	 Bill Nye the Science Guy — nyelabs.com

•	 NPR Science Friday — sciencefriday.com

•	 Earth & Sky — earthsky.com

•	 NASA — www.nasa.gov

•	 PBS Kids — pbskids.org

•	 National Science Teachers Association — 
www.nsta.org
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EXPERIMENT 6

Nails for 
Breakfast

You will need:

•	 “Iron-fortified” breakfast cereal

•	 A blender

•	 Measuring cup

•	 A clear plastic cup

•	 Water

•	 A strong magnet

•	 White plastic spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Mix two cups of iron-fortified cereal with two cups of 

water in the blender pitcher. Let it sit for a few minutes 
until the cereal is soft, then blend to make a smooth 
consistency.

2.	Pour some of the cereal mix into a clear plastic cup.

3.	While holding the magnet against the outside of the 
cup, stir the mix inside the cup gently with the plastic 
spoon. What happens when the magnet is taken away?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Some of the iron with which our breakfast 

cereals are fortified is in the form of “raw” 

elemental iron, hence the strong attraction to 

the magnet (iron in compounds does not show 

this same degree of attraction). The small pieces 

of elemental iron are attracted to the magnet 

and gather to form the dark spot you can see 

on the side of the cup. The longer you stir the 

cereal mix in the cup, the darker the spot. When 

the magnet is removed, the spot 

will gradually disperse  

back into the cereal.

EXPERIMENT 7

Soil vs. Cotton

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cotton balls

•	 Potting soil

•	 Lima bean seeds

•	 Water 

•	 Three clear plastic cups

•	 Notebook

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill one plastic cup half way with soil. Place a few seeds on top 

of the soil leaving a little space between them. Then fill the rest 
of the cup with soil, so you can bury the seeds.

2.	Fill the other plastic cup half way with cotton balls. Randomly 
place one or more seeds between the cotton balls. Fill the rest 
of the cup with cotton balls, again burying the seeds.

3.	Fill the third plastic cup with water. 
4.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 

the soil. Make sure the soil is not soupy, but moist to the touch 
(sticks to your fingers).

5.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 
the cotton balls. Start with a VERY SMALL amount of water 
and add more water a little at a time. The cotton balls should 
just be moistened, not soaking.

6.	Place the cups on a shelf or window ledge (make sure the ledge 
is not too cold). Plants do better if they are able to get some sun.

7.	Water plants as needed when the soil/cotton balls are dry to 
the touch. 

8.	Watch everyday and write down what happens.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Like any living thing in a developing stage, the 

seeds’ cells divide, creating a tiny stub that will be 

the beginning of the root. This little finger, called 

a “radicle,” is the first thing to push out of the 

seed and anchor itself in the soil. In order for the 

tiny roots (and the plant) to grow, it needs water 

and nutrients. While the cotton can hold water 

to help germinate the seeds, it does not contain 

the kind of nutrients found in soil which the seeds 

need to thrive and grow.

EXPERIMENT 8

it’s all in the 
taste buds

You will need:

•	 Flavored hard candies

•	 A partner

•	 Notebook and pen

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Get a partner to do the experiment with you.
2.	Have one person close their eyes and hold their nose, while the 

other person feeds them a flavored hard candy without telling 
them the flavor.

3.	The person with the candy in their mouth should try to guess 
what flavor the candy is without letting go of their nose. Give 
them several minutes so the candy has a chance to dissolve in	
their mouth. This will give them enough time to detect the flavor.

4.	 Is there any change in the taste of the candy from the beginning 
to the end of the experiment? Describe the tastes. 

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Much of what we perceive as “taste” is due to our 

sense of smell. At first, you may not be able to 

tell the specific flavor of the candy, just perhaps 

a sensation of sweetness or sourness. If patient, 

as the candy dissolves, you can identify the 

specific taste.This is because some scent molecules 

volatilize and travel up through a “back door” – 

a passage at the back of the throat to the nose. 

Since we can only taste four 

different true tastes –  

sweet, sour, salt and  

bitter – it is actually  

smell that lets us  

experience the complex,  

mouthwatering flavors 

we associate with our  

favorite foods.

How does awork?

fire extinguisher

How doesbubble gummake bubbles?

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, company-wide 
initiative that advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based 

science learning, employee volunteerism and public education.

For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com
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It’s easy to be a scientist. 
Simply look around and ask, 
“why?” As a science-based 

company, Bayer is committed 
to creating awareness of 
the importance of science 

literacy among parents and 
fostering curiosity, creativity 

and critical thinking skills 
in children. So as you and 
your child use this booklet 

together, exploring even the 
simplest wonders around 

your home, we hope not just 
to create a new scientist, but 
to reawaken the one that’s 
inside of every one of us.

EXPERIMENT 1

Plant Power

You will need:

•	 Watercress seeds

•	 Potting compost 

•	 A shallow tray for growing seeds

•	 Cardboard (big enough to cover the tray)

•	 Scissors

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill the tray with the potting compost. Sprinkle watercress seeds 

on the surface and water them gently.

2.	Leave the tray on a windowsill, where it will get plenty of light. 
Check each day to see how the seeds are growing.

3.	After a few days, when the leaves have formed, cut a piece of 
cardboard big enough to cover the tray. Cut out a circle in the 
middle of the cardboard, and put it over the tray. Again, check 
each day. What happens to the shoots under the cardboard?  
How can you tell from this project that plants need light to grow?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

A plant is a living thing that needs food in order to 

grow. When a plant is exposed to sunlight, it traps  

the light energy and converts it into  

food through a process called  

photosynthesis. Thus, sunlight  

is crucial for healthy  

plant growth.

EXPERIMENT 3

It’s Chemical!

You will need:

•	 A small strong plastic bottle 	
(20-oz. soda bottle)

•	 A medium-sized round balloon

•	 Vinegar

•	 Baking soda

•	 A funnel

WHAT TO DO:
1. Pour vinegar into the small bottle until it is about half an  

inch deep. 

2. Using a funnel, pour two teaspoons of baking soda into 
the neck of a balloon.

3. Stretch the neck of the balloon over the neck of the bottle, 
being careful not to let the baking soda out of the balloon.

4. Now lift up the balloon so that the baking soda runs into the 
vinegar. Shake the bottle. What happens?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

When two substances react together,  

they can form new chemicals or  

products. In this chemical  

reaction, the vinegar and  

baking soda react and  

create carbon dioxide.  

It is these bubbles of 

gas that inflate 

the balloon.

EXPERIMENT 4

Dancing Raisins

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Baking soda

•	 Vinegar

•	 Raisins

•	 Measuring cup

•	 Teaspoon

•	 Two-liter plastic bottle

•	 Scissors

WHAT TO DO:
1. Cut off the top of the two-liter plastic bottle.

2. Pour one-and-a-half cups of water into the plastic bottle.

3. Add one heaping teaspoon of baking soda, and stir until  
it is dissolved in the water.

4. Add four to six raisins to the water/baking soda mix in 
the plastic bottle.

5. SLOWLY add one cup of vinegar into the plastic bottle.

6. After a couple of minutes, what happens to the raisins?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

In the plastic bottle, a base (baking soda) and an 

acid (vinegar) react to form a gas (carbon dioxide). 

As the gas forms, it adheres to the raisins in the 

bottle. Once enough gas adheres to a raisin, it will 

begin to rise to the surface. When it reaches the 

surface, the gas escapes into the air and the raisin 

sinks. The raisin repeats this process for several 

hours or until the raisin gets soggy and too heavy 

to rise to the surface.

EXPERIMENT 5

Milk Magic

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 One pint of heavy cream

•	 Vinegar

•	 Small pot

•	 Teaspoon

WHAT TO DO:
1. Pour the heavy cream into the pot. Heat the heavy cream 

until it simmers (do not boil).

2. Once it begins to simmer, slowly stir in a few teaspoons  
of vinegar.

3. Continue to stir until it becomes rubbery. 

4. After the heavy cream turns rubbery, turn off the heat  
and let it cool.

5. Once cool, run the rubberized heavy cream under  
cool water. Now you have your own plastic.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Many plastics are made from petroleum 

oil or crude oil, which contain organic  

(carbon-containing) substances.  

In this project, the vinegar  

(an acid) reacts with the  

casein in milk (an organic 

substance), creating the 

plastic. In practice, this  

type of “milk” plastic is 

much too expensive for  

household use. 

EXPERIMENT 2

Strange Acting 
Goop

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cornstarch

•	 Large bowl

•	 Water

•	 Mixing spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1. Put one cup of cornstarch into the bowl. 

2. Add 1/2 cup of water.

3. Mix well. 

4. Slowly dip your finger into the gooey mixture. Grab some in 
your hand, and pour it back into the bowl. Now, try slapping  
it hard with your hand or a heavy spoon. What happens?  
Next, grab some in your hand again and squeeze. What 
happens now?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

The strange acting goop allows us to learn about 

molecules. A molecule is one of the basic units 

of matter. It is the smallest particle into which a 

substance can be divided and still have the chemical 

identity of the original substance. When slapped 

quickly, the strange acting goop molecules, because 

they are all tangled up, prevent any splattering. In 

this way the mixture behaves more like a solid. When 

you slowly squeeze the mixture in your hand, the 

goop feels like a solid inside your hand, yet it slides 

out through your fingers back into the bowl. That’s 

because the mixture now behaves more like a liquid.
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4. Add four to six raisins to the water/baking soda mix in 
the plastic bottle.

5. SLOWLY add one cup of vinegar into the plastic bottle.

6. After a couple of minutes, what happens to the raisins?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

In the plastic bottle, a base (baking soda) and an 

acid (vinegar) react to form a gas (carbon dioxide). 

As the gas forms, it adheres to the raisins in the 

bottle. Once enough gas adheres to a raisin, it will 

begin to rise to the surface. When it reaches the 

surface, the gas escapes into the air and the raisin 

sinks. The raisin repeats this process for several 

hours or until the raisin gets soggy and too heavy 

to rise to the surface.

EXPERIMENT 5

Milk Magic

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 One pint of heavy cream

•	 Vinegar

•	 Small pot

•	 Teaspoon

WHAT TO DO:
1. Pour the heavy cream into the pot. Heat the heavy cream 

until it simmers (do not boil).

2. Once it begins to simmer, slowly stir in a few teaspoons  
of vinegar.

3. Continue to stir until it becomes rubbery. 

4. After the heavy cream turns rubbery, turn off the heat  
and let it cool.

5. Once cool, run the rubberized heavy cream under  
cool water. Now you have your own plastic.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Many plastics are made from petroleum 

oil or crude oil, which contain organic  

(carbon-containing) substances.  

In this project, the vinegar  

(an acid) reacts with the  

casein in milk (an organic 

substance), creating the 

plastic. In practice, this  

type of “milk” plastic is 

much too expensive for  

household use. 

EXPERIMENT 2

Strange Acting 
Goop

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cornstarch

•	 Large bowl

•	 Water

•	 Mixing spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1. Put one cup of cornstarch into the bowl. 

2. Add 1/2 cup of water.

3. Mix well. 

4. Slowly dip your finger into the gooey mixture. Grab some in 
your hand, and pour it back into the bowl. Now, try slapping  
it hard with your hand or a heavy spoon. What happens?  
Next, grab some in your hand again and squeeze. What 
happens now?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

The strange acting goop allows us to learn about 

molecules. A molecule is one of the basic units 

of matter. It is the smallest particle into which a 

substance can be divided and still have the chemical 

identity of the original substance. When slapped 

quickly, the strange acting goop molecules, because 

they are all tangled up, prevent any splattering. In 

this way the mixture behaves more like a solid. When 

you slowly squeeze the mixture in your hand, the 

goop feels like a solid inside your hand, yet it slides 

out through your fingers back into the bowl. That’s 

because the mixture now behaves more like a liquid.



It’s easy to be a scientist. 
Simply look around and ask, 
“why?” As a science-based 

company, Bayer is committed 
to creating awareness of 
the importance of science 

literacy among parents and 
fostering curiosity, creativity 

and critical thinking skills 
in children. So as you and 
your child use this booklet 

together, exploring even the 
simplest wonders around 

your home, we hope not just 
to create a new scientist, but 
to reawaken the one that’s 
inside of every one of us.

EXPERIMENT 1

Plant Power

You will need:

•	 Watercress seeds

•	 Potting compost 

•	 A shallow tray for growing seeds

•	 Cardboard (big enough to cover the tray)

•	 Scissors

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill the tray with the potting compost. Sprinkle watercress seeds 

on the surface and water them gently.

2.	Leave the tray on a windowsill, where it will get plenty of light. 
Check each day to see how the seeds are growing.

3.	After a few days, when the leaves have formed, cut a piece of 
cardboard big enough to cover the tray. Cut out a circle in the 
middle of the cardboard, and put it over the tray. Again, check 
each day. What happens to the shoots under the cardboard?  
How can you tell from this project that plants need light to grow?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

A plant is a living thing that needs food in order to 

grow. When a plant is exposed to sunlight, it traps  

the light energy and converts it into  

food through a process called  

photosynthesis. Thus, sunlight  

is crucial for healthy  

plant growth.

EXPERIMENT 3

It’s Chemical!

You will need:

•	 A small strong plastic bottle 	
(20-oz. soda bottle)

•	 A medium-sized round balloon

•	 Vinegar

•	 Baking soda

•	 A funnel

WHAT TO DO:
1. Pour vinegar into the small bottle until it is about half an  

inch deep. 

2. Using a funnel, pour two teaspoons of baking soda into 
the neck of a balloon.

3. Stretch the neck of the balloon over the neck of the bottle, 
being careful not to let the baking soda out of the balloon.

4. Now lift up the balloon so that the baking soda runs into the 
vinegar. Shake the bottle. What happens?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

When two substances react together,  

they can form new chemicals or  

products. In this chemical  

reaction, the vinegar and  

baking soda react and  

create carbon dioxide.  

It is these bubbles of 

gas that inflate 

the balloon.

EXPERIMENT 4

Dancing Raisins
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•	 Scissors

WHAT TO DO:
1. Cut off the top of the two-liter plastic bottle.

2. Pour one-and-a-half cups of water into the plastic bottle.

3. Add one heaping teaspoon of baking soda, and stir until  
it is dissolved in the water.

4. Add four to six raisins to the water/baking soda mix in 
the plastic bottle.

5. SLOWLY add one cup of vinegar into the plastic bottle.

6. After a couple of minutes, what happens to the raisins?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

In the plastic bottle, a base (baking soda) and an 

acid (vinegar) react to form a gas (carbon dioxide). 

As the gas forms, it adheres to the raisins in the 

bottle. Once enough gas adheres to a raisin, it will 

begin to rise to the surface. When it reaches the 

surface, the gas escapes into the air and the raisin 

sinks. The raisin repeats this process for several 

hours or until the raisin gets soggy and too heavy 

to rise to the surface.
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•	 One pint of heavy cream
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•	 Small pot

•	 Teaspoon
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1. Pour the heavy cream into the pot. Heat the heavy cream 

until it simmers (do not boil).

2. Once it begins to simmer, slowly stir in a few teaspoons  
of vinegar.

3. Continue to stir until it becomes rubbery. 

4. After the heavy cream turns rubbery, turn off the heat  
and let it cool.

5. Once cool, run the rubberized heavy cream under  
cool water. Now you have your own plastic.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Many plastics are made from petroleum 

oil or crude oil, which contain organic  

(carbon-containing) substances.  

In this project, the vinegar  

(an acid) reacts with the  

casein in milk (an organic 

substance), creating the 

plastic. In practice, this  

type of “milk” plastic is 

much too expensive for  

household use. 
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Strange Acting 
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•	 Large bowl

•	 Water
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WHAT TO DO:
1. Put one cup of cornstarch into the bowl. 

2. Add 1/2 cup of water.

3. Mix well. 

4. Slowly dip your finger into the gooey mixture. Grab some in 
your hand, and pour it back into the bowl. Now, try slapping  
it hard with your hand or a heavy spoon. What happens?  
Next, grab some in your hand again and squeeze. What 
happens now?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

The strange acting goop allows us to learn about 

molecules. A molecule is one of the basic units 

of matter. It is the smallest particle into which a 

substance can be divided and still have the chemical 

identity of the original substance. When slapped 

quickly, the strange acting goop molecules, because 

they are all tangled up, prevent any splattering. In 

this way the mixture behaves more like a solid. When 

you slowly squeeze the mixture in your hand, the 

goop feels like a solid inside your hand, yet it slides 

out through your fingers back into the bowl. That’s 

because the mixture now behaves more like a liquid.
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3. Continue to stir until it becomes rubbery. 

4. After the heavy cream turns rubbery, turn off the heat  
and let it cool.

5. Once cool, run the rubberized heavy cream under  
cool water. Now you have your own plastic.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Many plastics are made from petroleum 

oil or crude oil, which contain organic  

(carbon-containing) substances.  
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(an acid) reacts with the  

casein in milk (an organic 
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plastic. In practice, this  
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Next, grab some in your hand again and squeeze. What 
happens now?
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The strange acting goop allows us to learn about 
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of matter. It is the smallest particle into which a 

substance can be divided and still have the chemical 

identity of the original substance. When slapped 

quickly, the strange acting goop molecules, because 

they are all tangled up, prevent any splattering. In 

this way the mixture behaves more like a solid. When 

you slowly squeeze the mixture in your hand, the 

goop feels like a solid inside your hand, yet it slides 

out through your fingers back into the bowl. That’s 

because the mixture now behaves more like a liquid.



Why do birds fly south for the winter?
Many birds migrate or f ly  south for the winter 
because of temperature changes.  Cold, snowy 

winters can create a real  health hazard for them, 
as does the lack of food. So when the days grow 
shorter and colder,  birds set off  for their  warmer 

winter home.

What is blood pressure?
As blood accumulates in the heart’s  left  ventr ic le, 
the wal ls  contract,  forcing the blood out and into 
an artery,  putt ing a lot of pressure on the artery’s 
wal l .  This is  cal led systol ic pressure.  As the artery 

expands and the blood moves into veins and 
capi l lar ies,  that pressure decreases.  This is  cal led 

diastol ic pressure. 

How does bubble gum make bubbles?
Bubble gum contains more rubber than average 

chewing gum, giv ing it  an elast ic property.  When 
blowing a bubble,  the gum is f i rst  stretched and 
f lattened against the tongue. When the person 
starts to blow, the gum stretches further and 
further,  making a bubble.  Final ly,  the bubble 

pops and folds r ight back up, leaving a wad of 
gum again.

How does a fire extinguisher work?
The common home f i re ext inguisher contains 

carbon dioxide or CO2 in a l iquid form. Housed 
in the ext inguisher,  the CO2 is  under tremendous 

pressure.  During a f i re when the ext inguisher 
tr igger is  pul led, the CO2 is  released as a blast of 
very cold,  snowy-looking gas.  As i t  hits  the f i re, 

the CO 2 molecules smother the oxygen molecules, 
stopping the f i re cold.

Kids and science: 
Pointers for parents

What can parents do to make sure their children are properly 
prepared for the science and technology-driven world ahead? 
In the Bayer Facts of Science Education #IV survey, America’s 
Ph.D. scientists give some advice:
•	 Know that interest in science begins early. The majority 

of scientists say their interest in science was first sparked 
before age 11. 

•	 Be aware that girls like science as much as boys. Mounting 
evidence indicates that girls and boys start equally interested 
in science. Maintaining that interest is the key. 

•	 Understand your role. Scientists say when it came to 
igniting their early interest in science, their parents were 
the single biggest influence. 

•	 Expose children to role models. Contact science and 
technology-based companies in your community, like 
Bayer, that have employee-volunteer programs that allow 
scientists to spend time with students in local schools. 

•	 Check out school science programs. Ask your children’s 
teachers how they teach science. Is it hands-on and 
inquiry-based? If you have any questions, organizations 
like the National Science Resources Center can help.

•	 Nurture their interests outside of school. Noodling 
around at home, setting up informal experiments after 
school and on weekends, is not only fun, but effective, 
report the scientists. 

•	 Utilize science resources. Today, with the Internet, 
science museums, zoos and other nature parks, and 
the public library, resources abound.

cool science 
web sites

•	 Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense —  
MakingScienceMakeSense.com

•	 Bill Nye the Science Guy — nyelabs.com

•	 NPR Science Friday — sciencefriday.com

•	 Earth & Sky — earthsky.com

•	 NASA — www.nasa.gov

•	 PBS Kids — pbskids.org

•	 National Science Teachers Association — 
www.nsta.org
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EXPERIMENT 6

Nails for 
Breakfast

You will need:

•	 “Iron-fortified” breakfast cereal

•	 A blender

•	 Measuring cup

•	 A clear plastic cup

•	 Water

•	 A strong magnet

•	 White plastic spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Mix two cups of iron-fortified cereal with two cups of 

water in the blender pitcher. Let it sit for a few minutes 
until the cereal is soft, then blend to make a smooth 
consistency.

2.	Pour some of the cereal mix into a clear plastic cup.

3.	While holding the magnet against the outside of the 
cup, stir the mix inside the cup gently with the plastic 
spoon. What happens when the magnet is taken away?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Some of the iron with which our breakfast 

cereals are fortified is in the form of “raw” 

elemental iron, hence the strong attraction to 

the magnet (iron in compounds does not show 

this same degree of attraction). The small pieces 

of elemental iron are attracted to the magnet 

and gather to form the dark spot you can see 

on the side of the cup. The longer you stir the 

cereal mix in the cup, the darker the spot. When 

the magnet is removed, the spot 

will gradually disperse  

back into the cereal.

EXPERIMENT 7

Soil vs. Cotton

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cotton balls

•	 Potting soil

•	 Lima bean seeds

•	 Water 

•	 Three clear plastic cups

•	 Notebook

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill one plastic cup half way with soil. Place a few seeds on top 

of the soil leaving a little space between them. Then fill the rest 
of the cup with soil, so you can bury the seeds.

2.	Fill the other plastic cup half way with cotton balls. Randomly 
place one or more seeds between the cotton balls. Fill the rest 
of the cup with cotton balls, again burying the seeds.

3.	Fill the third plastic cup with water. 
4.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 

the soil. Make sure the soil is not soupy, but moist to the touch 
(sticks to your fingers).

5.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 
the cotton balls. Start with a VERY SMALL amount of water 
and add more water a little at a time. The cotton balls should 
just be moistened, not soaking.

6.	Place the cups on a shelf or window ledge (make sure the ledge 
is not too cold). Plants do better if they are able to get some sun.

7.	Water plants as needed when the soil/cotton balls are dry to 
the touch. 

8.	Watch everyday and write down what happens.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Like any living thing in a developing stage, the 

seeds’ cells divide, creating a tiny stub that will be 

the beginning of the root. This little finger, called 

a “radicle,” is the first thing to push out of the 

seed and anchor itself in the soil. In order for the 

tiny roots (and the plant) to grow, it needs water 

and nutrients. While the cotton can hold water 

to help germinate the seeds, it does not contain 

the kind of nutrients found in soil which the seeds 

need to thrive and grow.

EXPERIMENT 8

it’s all in the 
taste buds

You will need:

•	 Flavored hard candies

•	 A partner

•	 Notebook and pen

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Get a partner to do the experiment with you.
2.	Have one person close their eyes and hold their nose, while the 

other person feeds them a flavored hard candy without telling 
them the flavor.

3.	The person with the candy in their mouth should try to guess 
what flavor the candy is without letting go of their nose. Give 
them several minutes so the candy has a chance to dissolve in	
their mouth. This will give them enough time to detect the flavor.

4.	 Is there any change in the taste of the candy from the beginning 
to the end of the experiment? Describe the tastes. 

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Much of what we perceive as “taste” is due to our 

sense of smell. At first, you may not be able to 

tell the specific flavor of the candy, just perhaps 

a sensation of sweetness or sourness. If patient, 

as the candy dissolves, you can identify the 

specific taste.This is because some scent molecules 

volatilize and travel up through a “back door” – 

a passage at the back of the throat to the nose. 

Since we can only taste four 

different true tastes –  

sweet, sour, salt and  

bitter – it is actually  

smell that lets us  

experience the complex,  

mouthwatering flavors 

we associate with our  

favorite foods.

How does awork?

fire extinguisher

How doesbubble gummake bubbles?

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, company-wide 
initiative that advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based 

science learning, employee volunteerism and public education.

For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com
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Why do birds fly south for the winter?
Many birds migrate or f ly  south for the winter 
because of temperature changes.  Cold, snowy 

winters can create a real  health hazard for them, 
as does the lack of food. So when the days grow 
shorter and colder,  birds set off  for their  warmer 

winter home.
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the wal ls  contract,  forcing the blood out and into 
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expands and the blood moves into veins and 
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gum again.
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What can parents do to make sure their children are properly 
prepared for the science and technology-driven world ahead? 
In the Bayer Facts of Science Education #IV survey, America’s 
Ph.D. scientists give some advice:
•	 Know that interest in science begins early. The majority 

of scientists say their interest in science was first sparked 
before age 11. 

•	 Be aware that girls like science as much as boys. Mounting 
evidence indicates that girls and boys start equally interested 
in science. Maintaining that interest is the key. 

•	 Understand your role. Scientists say when it came to 
igniting their early interest in science, their parents were 
the single biggest influence. 

•	 Expose children to role models. Contact science and 
technology-based companies in your community, like 
Bayer, that have employee-volunteer programs that allow 
scientists to spend time with students in local schools. 

•	 Check out school science programs. Ask your children’s 
teachers how they teach science. Is it hands-on and 
inquiry-based? If you have any questions, organizations 
like the National Science Resources Center can help.

•	 Nurture their interests outside of school. Noodling 
around at home, setting up informal experiments after 
school and on weekends, is not only fun, but effective, 
report the scientists. 

•	 Utilize science resources. Today, with the Internet, 
science museums, zoos and other nature parks, and 
the public library, resources abound.
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WHAT TO DO:
1.	Mix two cups of iron-fortified cereal with two cups of 

water in the blender pitcher. Let it sit for a few minutes 
until the cereal is soft, then blend to make a smooth 
consistency.

2.	Pour some of the cereal mix into a clear plastic cup.

3.	While holding the magnet against the outside of the 
cup, stir the mix inside the cup gently with the plastic 
spoon. What happens when the magnet is taken away?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Some of the iron with which our breakfast 

cereals are fortified is in the form of “raw” 
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this same degree of attraction). The small pieces 
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•	 Cotton balls
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of the soil leaving a little space between them. Then fill the rest 
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place one or more seeds between the cotton balls. Fill the rest 
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the soil. Make sure the soil is not soupy, but moist to the touch 
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the cotton balls. Start with a VERY SMALL amount of water 
and add more water a little at a time. The cotton balls should 
just be moistened, not soaking.

6.	Place the cups on a shelf or window ledge (make sure the ledge 
is not too cold). Plants do better if they are able to get some sun.

7.	Water plants as needed when the soil/cotton balls are dry to 
the touch. 

8.	Watch everyday and write down what happens.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Like any living thing in a developing stage, the 

seeds’ cells divide, creating a tiny stub that will be 

the beginning of the root. This little finger, called 

a “radicle,” is the first thing to push out of the 

seed and anchor itself in the soil. In order for the 

tiny roots (and the plant) to grow, it needs water 

and nutrients. While the cotton can hold water 

to help germinate the seeds, it does not contain 

the kind of nutrients found in soil which the seeds 

need to thrive and grow.

EXPERIMENT 8

it’s all in the 
taste buds

You will need:

•	 Flavored hard candies

•	 A partner

•	 Notebook and pen

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Get a partner to do the experiment with you.
2.	Have one person close their eyes and hold their nose, while the 

other person feeds them a flavored hard candy without telling 
them the flavor.

3.	The person with the candy in their mouth should try to guess 
what flavor the candy is without letting go of their nose. Give 
them several minutes so the candy has a chance to dissolve in	
their mouth. This will give them enough time to detect the flavor.

4.	 Is there any change in the taste of the candy from the beginning 
to the end of the experiment? Describe the tastes. 

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Much of what we perceive as “taste” is due to our 

sense of smell. At first, you may not be able to 

tell the specific flavor of the candy, just perhaps 

a sensation of sweetness or sourness. If patient, 

as the candy dissolves, you can identify the 

specific taste.This is because some scent molecules 

volatilize and travel up through a “back door” – 

a passage at the back of the throat to the nose. 

Since we can only taste four 

different true tastes –  

sweet, sour, salt and  

bitter – it is actually  

smell that lets us  

experience the complex,  

mouthwatering flavors 

we associate with our  

favorite foods.

How does awork?

fire extinguisher

How doesbubble gummake bubbles?

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, company-wide 
initiative that advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based 

science learning, employee volunteerism and public education.

For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com
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Why do birds fly south for the winter?
Many birds migrate or f ly  south for the winter 
because of temperature changes.  Cold, snowy 

winters can create a real  health hazard for them, 
as does the lack of food. So when the days grow 
shorter and colder,  birds set off  for their  warmer 

winter home.

What is blood pressure?
As blood accumulates in the heart’s  left  ventr ic le, 
the wal ls  contract,  forcing the blood out and into 
an artery,  putt ing a lot of pressure on the artery’s 
wal l .  This is  cal led systol ic pressure.  As the artery 

expands and the blood moves into veins and 
capi l lar ies,  that pressure decreases.  This is  cal led 

diastol ic pressure. 

How does bubble gum make bubbles?
Bubble gum contains more rubber than average 

chewing gum, giv ing it  an elast ic property.  When 
blowing a bubble,  the gum is f i rst  stretched and 
f lattened against the tongue. When the person 
starts to blow, the gum stretches further and 
further,  making a bubble.  Final ly,  the bubble 

pops and folds r ight back up, leaving a wad of 
gum again.

How does a fire extinguisher work?
The common home f i re ext inguisher contains 

carbon dioxide or CO2 in a l iquid form. Housed 
in the ext inguisher,  the CO2 is  under tremendous 

pressure.  During a f i re when the ext inguisher 
tr igger is  pul led, the CO2 is  released as a blast of 
very cold,  snowy-looking gas.  As i t  hits  the f i re, 

the CO 2 molecules smother the oxygen molecules, 
stopping the f i re cold.

Kids and science: 
Pointers for parents

What can parents do to make sure their children are properly 
prepared for the science and technology-driven world ahead? 
In the Bayer Facts of Science Education #IV survey, America’s 
Ph.D. scientists give some advice:
•	 Know that interest in science begins early. The majority 

of scientists say their interest in science was first sparked 
before age 11. 

•	 Be aware that girls like science as much as boys. Mounting 
evidence indicates that girls and boys start equally interested 
in science. Maintaining that interest is the key. 

•	 Understand your role. Scientists say when it came to 
igniting their early interest in science, their parents were 
the single biggest influence. 

•	 Expose children to role models. Contact science and 
technology-based companies in your community, like 
Bayer, that have employee-volunteer programs that allow 
scientists to spend time with students in local schools. 

•	 Check out school science programs. Ask your children’s 
teachers how they teach science. Is it hands-on and 
inquiry-based? If you have any questions, organizations 
like the National Science Resources Center can help.

•	 Nurture their interests outside of school. Noodling 
around at home, setting up informal experiments after 
school and on weekends, is not only fun, but effective, 
report the scientists. 

•	 Utilize science resources. Today, with the Internet, 
science museums, zoos and other nature parks, and 
the public library, resources abound.

cool science 
web sites

•	 Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense —  
MakingScienceMakeSense.com

•	 Bill Nye the Science Guy — nyelabs.com

•	 NPR Science Friday — sciencefriday.com

•	 Earth & Sky — earthsky.com

•	 NASA — www.nasa.gov

•	 PBS Kids — pbskids.org

•	 National Science Teachers Association — 
www.nsta.org

Experiment Guide, Vol. 2

EXPERIMENT 6

Nails for 
Breakfast

You will need:

•	 “Iron-fortified” breakfast cereal

•	 A blender

•	 Measuring cup

•	 A clear plastic cup

•	 Water

•	 A strong magnet

•	 White plastic spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Mix two cups of iron-fortified cereal with two cups of 

water in the blender pitcher. Let it sit for a few minutes 
until the cereal is soft, then blend to make a smooth 
consistency.

2.	Pour some of the cereal mix into a clear plastic cup.

3.	While holding the magnet against the outside of the 
cup, stir the mix inside the cup gently with the plastic 
spoon. What happens when the magnet is taken away?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Some of the iron with which our breakfast 

cereals are fortified is in the form of “raw” 

elemental iron, hence the strong attraction to 

the magnet (iron in compounds does not show 

this same degree of attraction). The small pieces 

of elemental iron are attracted to the magnet 

and gather to form the dark spot you can see 

on the side of the cup. The longer you stir the 

cereal mix in the cup, the darker the spot. When 

the magnet is removed, the spot 

will gradually disperse  

back into the cereal.

EXPERIMENT 7

Soil vs. Cotton

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cotton balls

•	 Potting soil

•	 Lima bean seeds

•	 Water 

•	 Three clear plastic cups

•	 Notebook

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill one plastic cup half way with soil. Place a few seeds on top 

of the soil leaving a little space between them. Then fill the rest 
of the cup with soil, so you can bury the seeds.

2.	Fill the other plastic cup half way with cotton balls. Randomly 
place one or more seeds between the cotton balls. Fill the rest 
of the cup with cotton balls, again burying the seeds.

3.	Fill the third plastic cup with water. 
4.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 

the soil. Make sure the soil is not soupy, but moist to the touch 
(sticks to your fingers).

5.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 
the cotton balls. Start with a VERY SMALL amount of water 
and add more water a little at a time. The cotton balls should 
just be moistened, not soaking.

6.	Place the cups on a shelf or window ledge (make sure the ledge 
is not too cold). Plants do better if they are able to get some sun.

7.	Water plants as needed when the soil/cotton balls are dry to 
the touch. 

8.	Watch everyday and write down what happens.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Like any living thing in a developing stage, the 

seeds’ cells divide, creating a tiny stub that will be 

the beginning of the root. This little finger, called 

a “radicle,” is the first thing to push out of the 

seed and anchor itself in the soil. In order for the 

tiny roots (and the plant) to grow, it needs water 

and nutrients. While the cotton can hold water 

to help germinate the seeds, it does not contain 

the kind of nutrients found in soil which the seeds 

need to thrive and grow.

EXPERIMENT 8

it’s all in the 
taste buds

You will need:

•	 Flavored hard candies

•	 A partner

•	 Notebook and pen

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Get a partner to do the experiment with you.
2.	Have one person close their eyes and hold their nose, while the 

other person feeds them a flavored hard candy without telling 
them the flavor.

3.	The person with the candy in their mouth should try to guess 
what flavor the candy is without letting go of their nose. Give 
them several minutes so the candy has a chance to dissolve in	
their mouth. This will give them enough time to detect the flavor.

4.	 Is there any change in the taste of the candy from the beginning 
to the end of the experiment? Describe the tastes. 

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Much of what we perceive as “taste” is due to our 

sense of smell. At first, you may not be able to 

tell the specific flavor of the candy, just perhaps 

a sensation of sweetness or sourness. If patient, 

as the candy dissolves, you can identify the 

specific taste.This is because some scent molecules 

volatilize and travel up through a “back door” – 

a passage at the back of the throat to the nose. 

Since we can only taste four 

different true tastes –  

sweet, sour, salt and  

bitter – it is actually  

smell that lets us  

experience the complex,  

mouthwatering flavors 

we associate with our  

favorite foods.

How does awork?

fire extinguisher

How doesbubble gummake bubbles?

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, company-wide 
initiative that advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based 

science learning, employee volunteerism and public education.

For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com
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Why do birds fly south for the winter?
Many birds migrate or f ly  south for the winter 
because of temperature changes.  Cold, snowy 

winters can create a real  health hazard for them, 
as does the lack of food. So when the days grow 
shorter and colder,  birds set off  for their  warmer 

winter home.

What is blood pressure?
As blood accumulates in the heart’s  left  ventr ic le, 
the wal ls  contract,  forcing the blood out and into 
an artery,  putt ing a lot of pressure on the artery’s 
wal l .  This is  cal led systol ic pressure.  As the artery 

expands and the blood moves into veins and 
capi l lar ies,  that pressure decreases.  This is  cal led 

diastol ic pressure. 

How does bubble gum make bubbles?
Bubble gum contains more rubber than average 

chewing gum, giv ing it  an elast ic property.  When 
blowing a bubble,  the gum is f i rst  stretched and 
f lattened against the tongue. When the person 
starts to blow, the gum stretches further and 
further,  making a bubble.  Final ly,  the bubble 

pops and folds r ight back up, leaving a wad of 
gum again.

How does a fire extinguisher work?
The common home f i re ext inguisher contains 

carbon dioxide or CO2 in a l iquid form. Housed 
in the ext inguisher,  the CO2 is  under tremendous 

pressure.  During a f i re when the ext inguisher 
tr igger is  pul led, the CO2 is  released as a blast of 
very cold,  snowy-looking gas.  As i t  hits  the f i re, 

the CO 2 molecules smother the oxygen molecules, 
stopping the f i re cold.

Kids and science: 
Pointers for parents

What can parents do to make sure their children are properly 
prepared for the science and technology-driven world ahead? 
In the Bayer Facts of Science Education #IV survey, America’s 
Ph.D. scientists give some advice:
•	 Know that interest in science begins early. The majority 

of scientists say their interest in science was first sparked 
before age 11. 

•	 Be aware that girls like science as much as boys. Mounting 
evidence indicates that girls and boys start equally interested 
in science. Maintaining that interest is the key. 

•	 Understand your role. Scientists say when it came to 
igniting their early interest in science, their parents were 
the single biggest influence. 

•	 Expose children to role models. Contact science and 
technology-based companies in your community, like 
Bayer, that have employee-volunteer programs that allow 
scientists to spend time with students in local schools. 

•	 Check out school science programs. Ask your children’s 
teachers how they teach science. Is it hands-on and 
inquiry-based? If you have any questions, organizations 
like the National Science Resources Center can help.

•	 Nurture their interests outside of school. Noodling 
around at home, setting up informal experiments after 
school and on weekends, is not only fun, but effective, 
report the scientists. 

•	 Utilize science resources. Today, with the Internet, 
science museums, zoos and other nature parks, and 
the public library, resources abound.

cool science 
web sites

•	 Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense —  
MakingScienceMakeSense.com

•	 Bill Nye the Science Guy — nyelabs.com

•	 NPR Science Friday — sciencefriday.com

•	 Earth & Sky — earthsky.com

•	 NASA — www.nasa.gov

•	 PBS Kids — pbskids.org

•	 National Science Teachers Association — 
www.nsta.org
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EXPERIMENT 6

Nails for 
Breakfast

You will need:

•	 “Iron-fortified” breakfast cereal

•	 A blender

•	 Measuring cup

•	 A clear plastic cup

•	 Water

•	 A strong magnet

•	 White plastic spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Mix two cups of iron-fortified cereal with two cups of 

water in the blender pitcher. Let it sit for a few minutes 
until the cereal is soft, then blend to make a smooth 
consistency.

2.	Pour some of the cereal mix into a clear plastic cup.

3.	While holding the magnet against the outside of the 
cup, stir the mix inside the cup gently with the plastic 
spoon. What happens when the magnet is taken away?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Some of the iron with which our breakfast 

cereals are fortified is in the form of “raw” 

elemental iron, hence the strong attraction to 

the magnet (iron in compounds does not show 

this same degree of attraction). The small pieces 

of elemental iron are attracted to the magnet 

and gather to form the dark spot you can see 

on the side of the cup. The longer you stir the 

cereal mix in the cup, the darker the spot. When 

the magnet is removed, the spot 

will gradually disperse  

back into the cereal.

EXPERIMENT 7

Soil vs. Cotton

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cotton balls

•	 Potting soil

•	 Lima bean seeds

•	 Water 

•	 Three clear plastic cups

•	 Notebook

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill one plastic cup half way with soil. Place a few seeds on top 

of the soil leaving a little space between them. Then fill the rest 
of the cup with soil, so you can bury the seeds.

2.	Fill the other plastic cup half way with cotton balls. Randomly 
place one or more seeds between the cotton balls. Fill the rest 
of the cup with cotton balls, again burying the seeds.

3.	Fill the third plastic cup with water. 
4.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 

the soil. Make sure the soil is not soupy, but moist to the touch 
(sticks to your fingers).

5.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 
the cotton balls. Start with a VERY SMALL amount of water 
and add more water a little at a time. The cotton balls should 
just be moistened, not soaking.

6.	Place the cups on a shelf or window ledge (make sure the ledge 
is not too cold). Plants do better if they are able to get some sun.

7.	Water plants as needed when the soil/cotton balls are dry to 
the touch. 

8.	Watch everyday and write down what happens.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Like any living thing in a developing stage, the 

seeds’ cells divide, creating a tiny stub that will be 

the beginning of the root. This little finger, called 

a “radicle,” is the first thing to push out of the 

seed and anchor itself in the soil. In order for the 

tiny roots (and the plant) to grow, it needs water 

and nutrients. While the cotton can hold water 

to help germinate the seeds, it does not contain 

the kind of nutrients found in soil which the seeds 

need to thrive and grow.

EXPERIMENT 8

it’s all in the 
taste buds

You will need:

•	 Flavored hard candies

•	 A partner

•	 Notebook and pen

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Get a partner to do the experiment with you.
2.	Have one person close their eyes and hold their nose, while the 

other person feeds them a flavored hard candy without telling 
them the flavor.

3.	The person with the candy in their mouth should try to guess 
what flavor the candy is without letting go of their nose. Give 
them several minutes so the candy has a chance to dissolve in	
their mouth. This will give them enough time to detect the flavor.

4.	 Is there any change in the taste of the candy from the beginning 
to the end of the experiment? Describe the tastes. 

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Much of what we perceive as “taste” is due to our 

sense of smell. At first, you may not be able to 

tell the specific flavor of the candy, just perhaps 

a sensation of sweetness or sourness. If patient, 

as the candy dissolves, you can identify the 

specific taste.This is because some scent molecules 

volatilize and travel up through a “back door” – 

a passage at the back of the throat to the nose. 

Since we can only taste four 

different true tastes –  

sweet, sour, salt and  

bitter – it is actually  

smell that lets us  

experience the complex,  

mouthwatering flavors 

we associate with our  

favorite foods.

How does awork?

fire extinguisher

How doesbubble gummake bubbles?

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, company-wide 
initiative that advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based 

science learning, employee volunteerism and public education.

For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com
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Why do birds fly south for the winter?
Many birds migrate or f ly  south for the winter 
because of temperature changes.  Cold, snowy 

winters can create a real  health hazard for them, 
as does the lack of food. So when the days grow 
shorter and colder,  birds set off  for their  warmer 

winter home.

What is blood pressure?
As blood accumulates in the heart’s  left  ventr ic le, 
the wal ls  contract,  forcing the blood out and into 
an artery,  putt ing a lot of pressure on the artery’s 
wal l .  This is  cal led systol ic pressure.  As the artery 

expands and the blood moves into veins and 
capi l lar ies,  that pressure decreases.  This is  cal led 

diastol ic pressure. 

How does bubble gum make bubbles?
Bubble gum contains more rubber than average 

chewing gum, giv ing it  an elast ic property.  When 
blowing a bubble,  the gum is f i rst  stretched and 
f lattened against the tongue. When the person 
starts to blow, the gum stretches further and 
further,  making a bubble.  Final ly,  the bubble 

pops and folds r ight back up, leaving a wad of 
gum again.

How does a fire extinguisher work?
The common home f i re ext inguisher contains 

carbon dioxide or CO2 in a l iquid form. Housed 
in the ext inguisher,  the CO2 is  under tremendous 

pressure.  During a f i re when the ext inguisher 
tr igger is  pul led, the CO2 is  released as a blast of 
very cold,  snowy-looking gas.  As i t  hits  the f i re, 

the CO 2 molecules smother the oxygen molecules, 
stopping the f i re cold.

Kids and science: 
Pointers for parents

What can parents do to make sure their children are properly 
prepared for the science and technology-driven world ahead? 
In the Bayer Facts of Science Education #IV survey, America’s 
Ph.D. scientists give some advice:
•	 Know that interest in science begins early. The majority 

of scientists say their interest in science was first sparked 
before age 11. 

•	 Be aware that girls like science as much as boys. Mounting 
evidence indicates that girls and boys start equally interested 
in science. Maintaining that interest is the key. 

•	 Understand your role. Scientists say when it came to 
igniting their early interest in science, their parents were 
the single biggest influence. 

•	 Expose children to role models. Contact science and 
technology-based companies in your community, like 
Bayer, that have employee-volunteer programs that allow 
scientists to spend time with students in local schools. 

•	 Check out school science programs. Ask your children’s 
teachers how they teach science. Is it hands-on and 
inquiry-based? If you have any questions, organizations 
like the National Science Resources Center can help.

•	 Nurture their interests outside of school. Noodling 
around at home, setting up informal experiments after 
school and on weekends, is not only fun, but effective, 
report the scientists. 

•	 Utilize science resources. Today, with the Internet, 
science museums, zoos and other nature parks, and 
the public library, resources abound.

cool science 
web sites

•	 Bayer’s Making Science Make Sense —  
MakingScienceMakeSense.com

•	 Bill Nye the Science Guy — nyelabs.com

•	 NPR Science Friday — sciencefriday.com

•	 Earth & Sky — earthsky.com

•	 NASA — www.nasa.gov

•	 PBS Kids — pbskids.org

•	 National Science Teachers Association — 
www.nsta.org
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EXPERIMENT 6

Nails for 
Breakfast

You will need:

•	 “Iron-fortified” breakfast cereal

•	 A blender

•	 Measuring cup

•	 A clear plastic cup

•	 Water

•	 A strong magnet

•	 White plastic spoon

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Mix two cups of iron-fortified cereal with two cups of 

water in the blender pitcher. Let it sit for a few minutes 
until the cereal is soft, then blend to make a smooth 
consistency.

2.	Pour some of the cereal mix into a clear plastic cup.

3.	While holding the magnet against the outside of the 
cup, stir the mix inside the cup gently with the plastic 
spoon. What happens when the magnet is taken away?

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Some of the iron with which our breakfast 

cereals are fortified is in the form of “raw” 

elemental iron, hence the strong attraction to 

the magnet (iron in compounds does not show 

this same degree of attraction). The small pieces 

of elemental iron are attracted to the magnet 

and gather to form the dark spot you can see 

on the side of the cup. The longer you stir the 

cereal mix in the cup, the darker the spot. When 

the magnet is removed, the spot 

will gradually disperse  

back into the cereal.

EXPERIMENT 7

Soil vs. Cotton

YOU WILL NEED:

•	 Cotton balls

•	 Potting soil

•	 Lima bean seeds

•	 Water 

•	 Three clear plastic cups

•	 Notebook

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Fill one plastic cup half way with soil. Place a few seeds on top 

of the soil leaving a little space between them. Then fill the rest 
of the cup with soil, so you can bury the seeds.

2.	Fill the other plastic cup half way with cotton balls. Randomly 
place one or more seeds between the cotton balls. Fill the rest 
of the cup with cotton balls, again burying the seeds.

3.	Fill the third plastic cup with water. 
4.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 

the soil. Make sure the soil is not soupy, but moist to the touch 
(sticks to your fingers).

5.	Carefully pour a small amount of water over the cup containing 
the cotton balls. Start with a VERY SMALL amount of water 
and add more water a little at a time. The cotton balls should 
just be moistened, not soaking.

6.	Place the cups on a shelf or window ledge (make sure the ledge 
is not too cold). Plants do better if they are able to get some sun.

7.	Water plants as needed when the soil/cotton balls are dry to 
the touch. 

8.	Watch everyday and write down what happens.

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Like any living thing in a developing stage, the 

seeds’ cells divide, creating a tiny stub that will be 

the beginning of the root. This little finger, called 

a “radicle,” is the first thing to push out of the 

seed and anchor itself in the soil. In order for the 

tiny roots (and the plant) to grow, it needs water 

and nutrients. While the cotton can hold water 

to help germinate the seeds, it does not contain 

the kind of nutrients found in soil which the seeds 

need to thrive and grow.

EXPERIMENT 8

it’s all in the 
taste buds

You will need:

•	 Flavored hard candies

•	 A partner

•	 Notebook and pen

WHAT TO DO:
1.	Get a partner to do the experiment with you.
2.	Have one person close their eyes and hold their nose, while the 

other person feeds them a flavored hard candy without telling 
them the flavor.

3.	The person with the candy in their mouth should try to guess 
what flavor the candy is without letting go of their nose. Give 
them several minutes so the candy has a chance to dissolve in	
their mouth. This will give them enough time to detect the flavor.

4.	 Is there any change in the taste of the candy from the beginning 
to the end of the experiment? Describe the tastes. 

WHAT THIS MEANS:

Much of what we perceive as “taste” is due to our 

sense of smell. At first, you may not be able to 

tell the specific flavor of the candy, just perhaps 

a sensation of sweetness or sourness. If patient, 

as the candy dissolves, you can identify the 

specific taste.This is because some scent molecules 

volatilize and travel up through a “back door” – 

a passage at the back of the throat to the nose. 

Since we can only taste four 

different true tastes –  

sweet, sour, salt and  

bitter – it is actually  

smell that lets us  

experience the complex,  

mouthwatering flavors 

we associate with our  

favorite foods.

How does awork?

fire extinguisher

How doesbubble gummake bubbles?

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, company-wide 
initiative that advances science literacy through hands-on, inquiry-based 

science learning, employee volunteerism and public education.

For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com
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