
STRANGE ACTING 
GOOP

MATERIALS:

• cornstarcH

• large bowl

• water

• miXing spoon

PROCEDURE:

1. Put one cup of cornstarch into the bowl. 

2. Add 1/2 cup of water.

3. Mix well. 

4. Slowly dip your finger into the gooey mixture. Grab 
some in your hand, and pour it back into the bowl. 
Now, try slapping it hard with your hand or a heavy 
spoon. What happens? Next, grab some in your 
hand again and squeeze. What happens now?

®



For more information,  
please visit MakingScienceMakeSense.com

 Facebook facebook.com/Bayer

 Twitter @BayerUS

 Instagram @BayerUS

 YouTube youtube.com/user/BayerChannel

 Pinterest pinterest.com/BayerUS

®

WHAT THIS MEANS:

The strange acting goop allows us to learn about 
molecules. A molecule is one of the basic units of 
matter. It is the smallest particle into which a substance 
can be divided and still have the chemical identity 
of the original substance. When slapped quickly, the 
strange acting goop molecules, because they are all 
tangled up, prevent any splattering. In this way the 
mixture behaves more like a solid. When you slowly 
squeeze the mixture in your hand, the goop feels like 
a solid inside your hand, yet it slides out through your 
fingers back into the bowl. That’s because the mixture 
now behaves more like a liquid.

Making Science Make Sense® is Bayer’s award-winning, 
company-wide initiative that advances science literacy 
through hands-on, inquiry-based science learning, 
employee volunteerism and public education.


